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Blow Guns
Blowguns are increasingly coming under scrutiny in relation to their safe use. 
There appears to be confusion as to how they should be applied and whether there are any legal requirements for this type  
of equipment.

Legal requirements

type that can or are being used. This is a non-exhaustive example of legislation that should be considered;

Health and Safety at Work Act 1974 (HSWA), Chapter 37, Section 2 - does require the employer to ensure the safety of 
their employees.

Management of Health and Safety at Work Regulations 1999 (SI 1999/3242) - requires employers to implement a risk  
assessment of health and safety risks in order to put in place appropriate control measures.

Provision and Use of Work Equipment Regulations 1998 (SI 1998/2306) - requires that employers must have regard to the 
working conditions and the risks to health and safety, which exists where the equipment is used, as well as any additional risks 
posed by its use.

Blow gun types

safety features.The most basic type is one that is essentially a nozzle at the end of an airline which 

Reduced jet-velocity type 
Has an extension tube with holes at the base surrounding the main nozzle. 

 
velocity of the air stream which then assists in reducing the possibility of detritus  
being projected at the operator.

Air curtain type 
Has a central nozzle surrounded by some means of creating an umbrella shaped 
air curtain around the main jet of air.

This reduces the possibility of detritus being projected at the operator by the main  
nozzle.

Additional features 
 

BCAS recommendation
 

a value, which has been long recommended by the American OSHA body. Although not entirely satisfactory this does reduce 
the possibility of compressed air being injected through the skin.

 
supplier/manufacturer. The reason for operation at this pressure is that the holes at the base of the main nozzle will vent the  
air/supply in the event of blockage. The pressure at the main nozzle should then be low enough in most instances to reduce  

 
function as an integral feature, which is tamper proof.


